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Activities 

Pre Show Activities:
1.) �Stephen Sondheim is known for drawing his inspiration from a variety 

of sources (examples include: fairy tales, works of art, as well as the 
artists’ life, historical figures and current events). How can you create 
lyrics to a song inspired by people, real or imagined? (click here for 
activity 1) 

2.) �Primary elements of music include tempo, pitch, dynamics, rhythm  
and instrumentation. How can these elements of music help a  
composer evoke a mood? (click here for activity 2)

 3.) �The book of a musical is the words that are not sung. These include the character’s lines and 
stage directions. How does the book of a musical inspire the lyrics of a song? (click here for 
activity 3) 

Post Show Activities:
4.) �As 2010 marks Stephen Sondheim’s 80th Birthday, Sondheim on Sondheim is being produced 

as a celebration of his career as one of the leading musical theatre composer/lyricists.  Write 
the lyrics to a song inspired by your experience of the show. You can address these lyrics to, 
about, or from the point of view of Stephen Sondheim. (click here for activity 4)

5.) �From the wide variety of music and lyrics Stephen Sondheim has written, “Send in the 
Clowns” from A Little Night Music most notably crossed the threshold of musical theatre into 
popular music on the radio.  Think about a current song from popular music (possibly a song 
you’ve recently heard on the radio) that has similar elements to a song from Sondheim on 
Sondheim you particularly liked and remembered. (click here for activity 5)

6.) �The lyrics are a set of words that make up a song. How can the lyrics of a song inspire the 
book of a musical? (click here for activity 6) 
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