
 

Name: _____________ 
Date: ______________ 

 
How is it that we often find humor in the bleakest circumstances? 

 Satire:  Criticism of some element of human nature through wit or humor. 

 
1.) What is humor? What makes something funny? 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.) Why do some people laugh when they are uncomfortable?  What are 
the benefits of using humor to discuss difficult topics? Downfalls? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.) Make a list of plays, books, movies or TV shows you know that discuss 
difficult topics in a comedic manner. 

 Examples: 
 Racism – The Dave Chappelle Show 
 Prejudice – True Blood 
 Dangers of a life of Crime – Weeds 
 Inability to Communicate – The Marriage of Bette and Boo 
 Governmental Errors –The Daily Show/ The Colbert Report 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.) With a partner write a two-person comedic scene inspired by one of 
the following situations: 

 -You just got dumped 
 -A phone call in the middle of the night informs you that your great 
aunt died 
 -You find yourself standing outside of your apartment building 
which is on fire 
 -You were fired from a job you love  
 -You are standing at a bus stop, and you realize that you are alone 
and that your  life is meaningless 
 -You have been arrested, and no one will tell you why 
 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.) After watching all of the scenes, discuss any similarities that arose. Did 
the humor function in the same way in each scene?  What is the 
difference between using humor to explore a serious issues and using 
humor to avoid a serious issue? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 



 
 


